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TRACK 34. SURVEILLANCE IN SOCIETY

The overall aim of this track is to present and discuss how surveillance technologies, 
such as  the  Internet,  CCTV,  biometrics,  and performance management  systems, 
work in society. The extent to which such technologies are put to use has convinced 
some researchers that we now live in a “surveillance society” (Lyon 2001) or a “sur-
veillance culture” (Staples 1997). Surveillance has, indeed, become an integral part 
of everyday life, consumption and work. 

The growth of surveillance is linked to enhanced possibilities for large-scale storage 
and processing of personal data that are systematically evaluated, marketed, and 
used for targeting users and citizens. Moreover, small mobile devices encourage fur-
ther distribution and democratization of surveillance. Thus, in a world of global eco-
nomic competition, economic crisis, and fear of terrorism after 9/11, not only the state 
but also corporations, NGOs and ordinary citizens are carrying out surveillance and 
are under surveillance at the same time. Often the purpose of these activities is to 
control the behaviour of others, but the aim might also be related to care, fun and se-
duction.

As a result of these developments, many new research questions have emerged. 
Questions that will be discussed in this track include but are not limited to:

• Does the proliferation of surveillance technologies advance a totalitarian sur-
veillance society? Or are there other and more relevant ways to think about 
the effects of surveillance?

• Which theories do we need for thinking about surveillance?
• What is the role of surveillance for “web 2.0” and “social software”? How is 

surveillance connected with mass self-communication?
• What is the relationship between privacy and surveillance? 
• What are the normative and ethical implications?
• What are central aspects of the political economy of surveillance?
• How have surveillance practices changed after 9/11?
• What is the role of information policies, data protection, governments,  gov-

ernance, civil society, and social movements? 
• How do social movements, organization, workers and other groups translate 

and resist the establishment of a maximum surveillance society?

Abstracts of no more than 500 words should be sent by email (following website 
instructions) by 2010 March 15th.
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