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Bio-objects, or concepts, materialities and processes that are related to "life", play 
a crucial role in the 21st century in which increasing knowledge of life and its 
components are fundamentally transforming what life means and where its 
boundaries lie. New developments in the biosciences - especially the 
molecularisation of life - and their influence on healthcare and other aspects of 
our society are analysed in a diverse body of literature, looking into ethical, legal 
and social implications of these new developments. New bio-objects deserve a 
special focus, because they are produced by, and in their turn, are producing 
these developments in special ways. 

In our terms "bio-objects" are a new mixture of relations to life, or perhaps more 
specifically spatio-temporal configurations to which 'life' is attributed. They are 
new ongoing boundary projects between entities that were once considered 'pure' 
substances making up particular, discreet forms of living organisms. As a 
consequence, the boundaries between human and animal, organic and 
nonorganic, living and suspension of living, time and space, subject and object, 
agency and effect are questioned, destabilised and in some cases re-established.

Making the study of bio-objects explicit enables us to use it as a heuristic device – 
to point out and start tracing the new relations that make speaking about life and 
living as objects possible. However, with the concept we do not intent to reduce 
life to a thing or an entity - a mute object without agency. Rather, by questioning 
life’s status as an 'object' –bio-object – of current technological innovations we 
want to point out how life is in constant interplay with novel techniques aiming at 
re-routing, diversifying, collecting and commodifying the vital processes that 'life' 
consists of. Thus, bio-objects cannot be reduced to any pure form preceding them 
- rather, their plane of existence is something that could be seen as a network of 
unstable ontologies, an ongoing process rather than a stable form of being. As 
such, bio-objects contest the boundary lines between entities we have 
accustomed to take for granted, as existing by themselves and for themselves, 
and open up a new space for thinking what is it that we think is scientifically 
graspable in ‘life’.

The session on bio-objects traces a variety of contemporary bio-objects in their 
emergence, stabilisation and circulation through a number of countries. It will 
consist of diverse empirical investigations that provide new ways of thinking 
about how novel bio-objects enter our contemporary life and societies. They range 
from traditional to advanced configurations of life and living such as artificial hips, 
cloned animals, embryos, cybrids, genetic resources, biobanks and the forms of 
governance that surround them.



Abstracts of no more than 500 words should be sent by email (following website
instructions) by 2010 March 15th.
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