
EASST 010 – PRACTICING SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, PERFORMING THE SOCIAL
TRENTO, SEPTEMBER 2ND - 4TH 2010

TRACK 15. SOCIO-MATERIAL ASSEMBLAGES IN EDUCATION

Science and Technology Studies (STS) are characterized by a vast range of networks of 
researchers  providing  'fresh'  insights  for  rethinking  objects  and  subjects  of  research. 
These  studies  have  focussed  primarily  upon  densely  technological  settings,  the 
understanding  of  the  'body',  'objects’,  and  ‘technology',  as  well  as  the  practices  of 
knowledge production, etc. Yet, STS has devoted ‘scarce attention’ to the socio-material 
practices  of  education  in  spite  of  those  classic  studies  which  consider  the  sites  of 
education  as  places  for  social  technologies  of  disciplining  (Foucault),  and  the  role  of 
education for science (Wittgenstein, Kuhn).
 
However,  it  is  possible  to  identify  the emergence of  an in-between place of  STS  and 
education as an important area of inquiry. This is made visible through studies addressing 
pedagogy and knowledge production, contributions which have explored the value of STS 
conceptualizations  for  education  more  broadly.  In  these  explorations,  education  is 
understood to encompass not only curriculum and practices related to public schooling, 
but  also  pedagogical  encounters  in  the  workplace,  community,  social  movements  and 
postsecondary  institutions:  wherever  learning  is  occasioned  through  specific  purpose, 
content and activity.

In order to further investigate this in-between space, we invite contributions from STS and 
from educational researchers that focus on the practices of assembling objects, practices, 
technologies,  and  people  that  make  up  the  sites  of  education.  In  particular,  we  are 
interested in understanding how sites of education are 'loci' for:
(1) tracing where and how socio-material assemblages emerge and stabilise in education, 
with effects such as inclusion and exclusion;  
(2)  exploring  the  multiplicities  and  ambivalences  that  emerge  in  the  socio-material 
enactments of education;
(3) making visible the materiality of values in enacting knowledge and pedagogy.
 
Proposals for theoretical and empirical papers are invited on the following themes:

• the materiality of education and learning

• technological changes in educational settings

• education practice and gendering practices

• tracing the assembling of educational policies and practices

• STS and science education

• STS and educational theory

• bodies and technologies in education

• the emergence of values in education 

• the material enactments of identities

• methodological approaches to researching socio-material assemblages in education

Abstracts  of  no  more  than  500  words  should  be  sent  by  email  (following  website 
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instructions) by 2010 March 15th.

Convenors

Richard Edwards is Professor of Education and Head of the Stirling Institute of Education 
at the University of Stirling, UK, where he is also Co-director of the Laboratory for Educa-
tional  Theory.  He has researched and written extensively  on lifelong learning,  drawing 
upon post-structural and socio-material approaches.
(www.ioe.stir.ac.uk/staff/edwards.php)

Tara Fenwick is Professor of Education and Head of the Department of Educational Stud-
ies at the University of British Columbia, Canada. Her research and writing has focused on 
lifelong learning and education in contexts of work and organizations, with a focus on so-
cio-material approaches such as complexity science and actor-network theory in educa-
tion. 

Paolo Landri is Researcher of the Institute of Research on Population and Social Policies 
at  National  Research Council  in Italy.  His main research interests  concern educational 
organizations  and  policies  in  a  comparative  perspective.  Currently,  he  is  studying  the 
relationship between knowledge, education and practice. 

Assunta Viteritti is Researcher at the Faculty of Sociology, “La Sapienza” University of 
Rome, Italy. Her main research interests are social  studies on science and 
technology; identities and professional skills; education and employment; so-
cial and cultural change and transformation of education and training policies. 
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