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The term technoscience emphasises the convergence of the scientific and the 
technological realm within a new technoscience paradigm. After the term’s initial 
coining by the Belgian philosopher Hottois in the late 1970s, it has been re-
introduced by Latour and Haraway, elaborating on the specific relationship of natural 
and artificial objects or, more broadly, nature and culture. In discussing 
technoscience, both authors not only point at the ontological differences between 
what they call technoscience and normal science (referring to the relationship of the 
epistemic realm of science and the constructionist approach of technology), they also 
focus on the cultural and material dimension, especially within the everyday 
perceptions and practices prevalent either within science or, more generally, within 
western society.

During the past decade, an increasing number of scholars have begun to adopt the 
concept of technoscience, drawing on Latour and Haraway as well as on other 
literature. The concept has been applied in analytical as well as critical approaches. 
Technoscience has been discussed as a theoretical concept within STS and as an 
epistemic approach within science. The latter strand also refers to analyses and 
research on epistemic cultures initiated by Hacking, Pickering, Knorr Cetina and 
Rheinberger. 
The main aim of the proposed track is to probe the concept of technoscience in 
empirical and theoretical terms. The core of the concept is seen in the (proposed) 
convergence of science and technology, of representing and intervening, of 
understanding and performing and of the natural and the artificial. The track is open 
for discussions on the state of the art of the theoretical conceptualisation as well as 
for empirical analyses of technoscience(s), e.g. in the fields of nanotechnology, 
biotechnology, biomedicine, systems biology, neuroscience and converging 
technologies, but also ecotechnologies. Furthermore, reflections on the significance 
of the concept of technoscience for STS, science and technology governance and 
society in general are welcome.

Contributions should address one or more of the following questions:
• Do emerging technosciences differ from traditional sciences (e.g. concerning 

the relationship between science and technology)? 
• Or does the concept of technoscience mainly represent an alternative 

analytical background to be applied to all scientific fields alike? 
• What does the label "technoscience" bring to light and what does it obscure?
• What are the societal implications and governance issues raised by the 

concept of technoscience?
• Is it possible to build upon and further develop the concept of epistemic 

cultures against the background of technoscience studies? 

Abstracts of no more than 500 words should be sent by email (following website 
instructions) by 2010 March 15th.



Convenors

Regula Valérie Burri is a lecturer at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich) 
and a post-doc researcher in the Science Studies program at University of Basel. Her 
research interests focus on the social, political, and cultural implications of science and 
technology. (http://wifo.unibas.ch/personen/regula-burri/)

Martina Erlemann is a researcher at the Environment Science Centre at the University of 
Augsburg, Germany, and lecturer at the Institute of Science Communication and Higher 
Education Research at the University of Klagenfurt, Austria. Her current research focuses on 
knowledge orders emerging in risk discourses on nanomaterials. 
(http://www.wzu.uni-augsburg.de/team/Mitarbeiter/erlemann/)

Karen Kastenhofer holds a position as a post-doc researcher at the Institute of Technology 
Assessment at the Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna and as a lecturer at the 
University of Vienna. Her research focuses on epistemic cultures and governance issues 
related to life sciences and technologies. (http://www.oeaw.ac.at/ita/e1-4.htm)

Alfred Nordmann is Professor of Philosophy and History of Science at Darmstadt Technical 
University and Visiting Centenary Professor at the University of South Carolina. His work 
focuses on the development of a comprehensive philosophy of technosciences that reflects 
the changing relationship of science, technology, nature and society. 
(http://www.philosophie.tudarmstadt.de/institut/mitarbeiterinnen_1/professoren/a_nordmann/i
ndex.de.jsp)

Astrid E. Schwarz is a researcher in the fields of philosophy and social studies of science at 
Technical University Darmstadt. She focuses on the status and power of concepts and 
images in the process of generation, stabilization and demarcation of scientific knowledge 
(especially the environmental sciences or nanotechnology). 
(http://www.philosophie.tudarmstadt.de/institut/mitarbeiterinnen_1/mitarbeiter_1/schwarz/akt
uelleforschungsschwerpunkte_10.de.jsp)

Peter Wehling works as sociologist at the Universities of Augsburg and Munich, Germany. 
His main research interests are science and technology studies, sociology of 
(non-)knowledge, sociology of biopolitics and bioethics, and social theory. Currently, he 
conducts research on participatory governance of science with regard to biomedicine and 
nanotechnology. 
(http://www.philso.uni-augsburg.de/lehrstuehle/soziologie/sozio1/mitarbeiter/wehling/)
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