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TRACK  05.  TECHNO-SCIENTIFIC  RE-CONSTRUCTION  OF 
CAPITALISM

Capitalism is being renovated through efforts at technoscientific innovation, imagining 
novel ways to capitalise human and natural resources. This means expanding the 
reproduction of capital, labour power and natural resources for such roles. Techno-
capitalism is driven by the profit  motive and multinational corporations, while also 
depending upon new state roles.  Boundaries are blurred between the public and 
private sectors, especially through business arrangements between them. Adopting 
business  models,  universities  and  government-funded  institutes  re-orient  R&D 
towards  corporate  priorities  or  even  compete  with  the  private  sector  for  market 
advantage.  R&D  is  directed  towards  competitive  success  on  global  markets, 
especially in pursuit  of intellectual property, in turn increasing the market value of 
assets. State funds and rules actively create new market opportunities, often in the 
name of liberating market forces.  
Questions: how does technoscience anticipate or create new markets? What policies 
attempt  to  fulfil  such  prophecies?  What  future  society  and  markets  are  being 
performed through technoscientific expectations? 

Moreover, green techno-fixes are promoted to overcome or manage environmental 
damage  caused  by  previous  innovations.  As  supposed  remedies  for  sustainable 
development, eco-efficiency improvements assume or imply that such damage has 
been caused by inefficient production methods. Such diagnoses displace or obscure 
the causes in capital accumulation, while legitimising the further plunder of resources 
by a ‘green capitalism’.  
Questions: How do such ‘green’ agendas model the public good in their own image? 
How do they conceptualise the ‘nature’  to be discovered, engineered, conserved, 
exploited, etc.?  

As  capitalism  is  reconstructed  along  the  above  lines,  that  hegemonic  project 
provokes various resistances at the global and local scales.  Alternative agendas 
counterpose different accounts of societal problems and possible solutions.  
Questions: how do alternative agendas attempt to shape R&D and policy agendas 
along  different  lines?  What  are  the  prospects  for  these  to  become  counter-
hegemonic? 

Papers could address the following themes: 
• Theoretical  perspectives  which  could  address  the  above  issues,  e.g.  bio-

power, technological expectations, ecological modernisation, new production 
of science, cultural political economy, etc. 

• Intellectual property rights through or on technoscientific innovation, and their 
appropriation by corporate entities. 

• Links  between  public  and  private  sectors,  including  business  models  and 
regulatory frameworks facilitating them.  

• Case  studies  of  specific  sectors  such  as  biotechnology  (agro-biotech, 
genomics, medical biotech, proteomics, genetic engineering), nanotechnology, 
bioinformatics, or biomimetics, as well as ‘converging technologies’.

• Alternatives which can potentially become counter-hegemonic agendas. 



Abstracts of no more than 500 words should be sent by email  (following website 
instructions) by 2010 March 15th.
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